GSWNY – Girl Scouts of Western New York

What’s new and how will it affect you?

· Handbooks, badges and awards that we now know will continue to exist

· Petals, try-its, badges, IPs

· In addition, for each grade level there will be a set of Journeys 

· The first set of Journeys It’s Your World – Change It! has been released

· A second set is expected to be released in summer 2009

· Eventually there will be 3-5 journeys for each grade level

Timeline

· 2008 – everything is based on grade level instead of age level

· Newly formed troops will begin in new Grade Levels 

· Kindergardeners this year will be Daisy for 2 years

· Some existing  troops can choose to go into new level or remain in former

· 1st graders can be Brownie this year or remain Daisy 

· 3rd graders can be Juniors this year or remain Brownie 

· 6th graders can be Junior or Cadette this year

· 11th graders should be Ambassador this year because they will be Ambassador next year (but they can be Seniors 1 more yr) 

· 12th graders can be Senior or Ambassador this year 

· Gold award work extends over both Senior and Ambassador levels grades 9-12 

· 2009 –  New levels will be “in place” for all troops

· Daisy K-1

· Brownie 2-3

· Junior 4-5

· Cadette 6-8

· Senior 9-10

· Ambassador 11-12

· Bridge to Ambassador should be introduced

· All badges will be updated, some will be discontinued and/or added

· Bronze, Silver & Gold awards will be updated

· 2010 – everything will be in place by fall this year

· Bronze, Silver & Gold requirements will be grandfathered long enough for any girls who began working on the current requirements to finish

· 3 to 5 Journeys will have been introduced for each level 


Terms to Know:

GSWNY – Girl Scouts of Western New York is our new council name     

Legacy Councils – The former councils before they merged

Mission to Market – the internal staffing structure within GSWNY

3 Keys to Leadership – in GS, Discover + Connect + Take Action = Leadership

Journey – a program designed to make it easier for volunteers to get all the parts of the leadership experience packaged together. 

Studio 2B will be referred to as Focus Books and will be around (including charms) till 2010 - it is not clear whether or not they will continue after that


Hard copies of all books and badges will remain, as is, until 2010 - then most are expected to be online with limited hard copies available.  


Here are some helpful links:

* TRANSFORMING LEADERSHIP (pdf format of entire guide)*
http://www.girlscouts.org/research/pdf/transforming_leadership.pdf
Online IPs

http://www.studio2b.org/lounge/gs_stuff/ip_intro.asp
Steps for doing new online IPs http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/online/ips11_17/gs_prog_gsc_s2b_ip_adstp_f.pdf
Questions related to the new online IPs  http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/online/ips11_17/gs_prog_gsc_s2b_ip_ad_qa_f.pdf
Awards for the new IPs

http://www.girlscouts.org/program/gs_central/insignia/online/ips11_17/gs_prog_gsc_s2b_ip_ad_aw_f.pdf
